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IN THE CLAIMS : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
appUcation: 

1 . (Curremly Amended) An image forming opucal system comprising^ t in order 
from an object side- 

a first lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side^; 
an aperture stop?- 

a second lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image th e obj e ot side^; and 
a third lens having negative refractive power. 

wherein the aperture stop is arranged adjacent to th.e first lens, the second lens is 
arrantfed adjacent to the apenure stop, and ihe third lens is arranged adjacent to the second 
lefts . 

2. (Currently Amended) An image forming imaging optical system according to 
claim 1 , wherein at least one of surfaces of the third lens is aspherical and the following 
condition Is satisfied: 

-2 0 < Om/Op < 0 

where Om represents the power of the third lens at the position of the maximum light height 
and <Pp represents the power of the third lens at the position of the near axis. 

3 (Currently Amended) An image forming imogins optical system according to 
claim 1, satisfying the following condition: 

-2.0 < (rlrhr2f)/(rlr-r2Q < l.O 
where rlr represents the radius of curvature of the first lens ai the image side and r2f is the 
radius of curvamre of the second lens at the object side 

4. (Currently Amended) An image forming imaging optical system according to 
d«im 1 , satisfying the following condition: 
0.1 <rlf/f< 10 
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where rlf represents the radius of curvature of ilie first lens ax the objeci side and f is the 
focal Icngtl^ of the whole image forming optical system. 

5. (Currently Amended) An image forming imttgi^lg opiical 2>ysiem accordinjj to 
claim 1, satisfying the following conditions: 

0.2<fl2/|i3|<l,5 
0,3<f/|f3|<2.0 

where fl2 represents total focal length of the first lens and the second lens, f3 represents the 
focal length of the third lens and f represents the focal length of the whole optical system. 

6. (Currenily Amended) An image lormint; imaging optical system according zo 
claun 1, satisfymg the following condition; 

.5.0<fl/f23 <3,0 

where fl repre«^nts the focal length of the first lens and f23 represents the total focal length 
of the second lens and the third lens, 

7. (Currently Amended) An image forming imaging optical system according to 
claim 1, satisfying the following condition: 

5 0 < (vl- v3)/(v2- v3) < 1.5 
where vl represents the Abbe's number of the first lens, v2 represents that of the second lens 
and v3 is that of the third lens. 

8. (Currently Amended) An image forming imaging optical system according to 
claim I, satisfying the following condition: 

0.4<EXP/f<1.5 

where EXP represents the distance of the exit pupil firom an image plane and f is the whole 
focal length of the image forming optical system. 

9. (Currently Amended) An image forming imaging optical system according to 
claim 1, satisfying the tbllowing condition: 

0.55(l/}Am) <Fna/P(Hm) <2.jO(l/fAm) 
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where Fno represents ihe f number fully opened and P represents the pixel piich of an 
imaging elemem which has an imaging plane ax rhe image forming position of the image 
tbrming optical system. 

10. (Curremly Amended) An imaae forminti wwapwy npr^^^i system according to 
claim 1, satisfying the following condition- 

0.05 <MLn L< 0.35 

where TL represents whole length of the image forming optical system and ML represents the 
minimum thickness on the axi:^ of a plastic lens constituting the image forming optical 
system. 

1 1 . (Original) An electric devive equipped with the image forming optical system of 
claim 1. 

12. (New) An image forming optical system consisting of. in order from an object 

side: 

a first lens which is meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an apenure stop; 

a second lens which is meniscus lens having positive lefraciive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; mi 

a third lens having negative refractive power. 

13. (New) An image tbrming opiical system comprising, in order from an object 

side: 

a first lens which is meniscus lens having positive refraciive power and a convex 
Surface directed toward an object side; 
an aperture stop; 

a second lens which is meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; and 

a third lens having negative refractive power. 

wherein the apenure stop and all lenses are fixedly positioned. 
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14, (New) An imag*? forming optical system comprising order from an objeci 

side: 

a first lens which is meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an aperture stop; 

a second lens which is meniscus; lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; and 

a third lens having negative refractive power, 

wherein at least one of surfaces of the third lens is aspherical and the following 
condition is satisfied: 

-2.0 <: a>ro/<Pp < 0 

where q>m represents the power of the third lens at the position of the maximum light 
height and <l>p represents the power of the third lens at the position of the near axis. 

15. (Mew) An image forming optical system comprising, in order from an object 

side: 

a tir^t lens which is meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an apenure stop; 

a second lens which ts meniscus lens havmg positive rcfracrive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; and 

a third lens having negative refractive power, 

wherein the image forming optical system satisfies the following condition: 
-2.0 < (rlr-t-r2t)/(rlr-r2f> < 1.0 

where rlr represents the radius of curvumre of the first lens at the image side and r2f 
is the radius of curvature of the second lens at the object side. 

16. (New) An image forming optical system coraptising. in order from an object 

side: 

a first lens which is meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an aperture stop; 
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^ second lem which is meniscus Jens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an im^ge side; and 

a third lens having negative refractive power, 

wherein the image forming optical system sati^ifies the following conditions: 

0.2 <n2y|G| < 1.5 

0.5 <f/lf3| <2.0 

where n2 represenu total tbcal length of the first lens and the second lens, f3 
represents the focal length of the third lens and f represents the focal length of the whole 
optical system, 

17. (New) An im«gc forming optical system comprising, in order from an object 

side: 

a tirsi lens wftich is memscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an aperture stop; 

a second lens which is meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; and 

a third lens having negative refractive power, 

wherejn the image forming optical ^iystem satisfies the following condition: 
-5.0 < n/£23 < 3.0 

where fl represents the focal length of the first lens and f23 represents the total focal 
length of the second lens and the third lens. 

18. (New) An image forming optical system comprising, in order from an object 

side; 

a first lens which is meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an aperture stop; 

a second lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; and 

a third lens having negative refractive power, 

wherein the image forming optical system satisfies the following condition; 
5.0 < (vl -v3)/( v2-v3) < 1 5 
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where vl represema The Abbe's number of the fIrsT len^^, v2 represents thai of the 
second lens and v3 is ihm of the third lens. 

19. (New) An image fortning optical system comprising, in order from an object 

side: 

a first lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an aperture stop; 

a second lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; and 

a ihird lens having negative refractive power, 

wherein the image forming opiical system satisfies the following condition: 
0,4<EXP/f<1.5 

where EXP represents the disumce of the exit pupil from an image plane and f is the 
whole focal length of the image forming optical system. 

20, (New) An image forming optical system comprising, in order from an object 

side: 

it ftrst lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an aperture stop; 

a second lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; and 

a third lens having negative refractive power, 

wherein the image forming optical system satisfies the following condition: 
0.55(1/Kim) < Fno/P(^m) < 2.10(l/^im) 

where Fno represents the F number fully opened and P represents the pixel pitch of an 
imaging element which has an imaging plane at the image fomiing position of the image 
forming optical system. 

2 1 (New) An image Ibrming optical system comprising, in order from an object 

side: 
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a first lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an object side; 
an aperture stop; 

a second lens which is a meniscus lens having positive refractive power and a convex 
surface directed toward an image side; and 

a third lens having negative refractive power, 

wherein the image forming optical system satisfies the following condition: 
0.05 < ML/Tl. < 0.35 

where TL represents whole length of the image forming optical system and ML 
represents the minimum thickness on the axis of a plastic lens consiituiing the image fonning 
optical system 
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